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Auction Coordinator: Al Munro 


DUES: Dues for 1990 are now due! A separate notice was sent with November's Timber 
Talk. If you don't have it and haven't renewed please send $7.50 for your 1990 dues 
to our Membership Chairman - Don Robb, P. O. Box 724, Waterloo, Ontario N2J 4C2 Canada. 


MAIL AUCTION: Our Auction Coordinator, Al Munro, Box 2643 - Stn. 'M', Calgary, Alberta 
T2P 3Cl Canada has advised me that this is the last call for auction material for our 
® up-coming sale. All material should be in his hands by March 23, 1990. Remember that 
this is both a donation and a consignment auction. You can specify the amount going 
to the CAWMC coffers, with the minimum being 10%. Please support this auction, with 
material and by bidding when the sale is printed. Our membership dues do not cover 
all the expenses of the club so in an effort do keep dues down we have an auction 
from time to time in Timber Talk. We also have an auction at different meetings and 
try other fund-raising ideas from time to time. Thanks for your support. 


CHRISTMAS WOODS: More Christmas woods are printed this month, but this still won't 
exhaust the file. Please don't get concerned if yours hasn't appeared yet. AI1l 
cab't be printed at once. 


CNA 1990: It is not too early to think about attending the 1990 CNA to be held in 
Vancouver this year. It precedesthe ANA Convention in Seattie by one week. The 
CNA will be held August 22-26, 1990. I don't know yet when the CAWMC will be 
meeting but will advise you as soon as I find out. Perhaps you may want to have 
a wood printed for the convention. This leads into.... 


FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH: Thanks to one of our frequent wood contibutors - Walter 
Loudon for donating this month's wood. It is printed in dark blue and was issued 
during the CNA Convention in Regina, Saskatchewan a few years back. Thanks again 
Walter. See you in Vancouver! (Depending on the light the wood I believe is purple.) 
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AL UNCOVERS TWO MORE WOOD: Al Munro perhaps should be called 'The Chief Digger.' He 

He has found two more wood. He does not have any duplicates of either. The one 

shown on the left is printed in red, the one on the right in green. Thanks for «& 
keeping the membership informed Al. 


JOHN BRENNAN ISSUE WOOD: Our good friend John Brennan has issued another two woods. 
All 100 of each have been snt to collectors. The one on the left is for Valentine's 
Day and the one on the right for St. Patrick's Day. On the first wood, the 'dove' 
side is in red, the other in blue, except for the name in red. The St. Patrick's 
day wood is, of course, in green. Over the years I have received many wood from 
John and he has charged me the same as I charge for my wood - NOTHING! John has 
even paid the postage and we all know that this is getting to be the most expensive 
part of the operation. John spends $36.21 just on postage each time he mails out a 
wood issue if his. I think it only fair that he will be asking for a SASE for 
future issues. He will still be absorbing the cost of the wood. Just one thing 
John, don't stop printing the very attractive wood you are noted for. 


WOODEN CHRISTMAS DOLLAR: William J. and Florence Kennedy of 5373 Seabeck Hwy NW, 
Bremerton, Washington, 98312 U. S. A. issued a wooden dollar for Christmas. It 

is printed in green. Bill will trade his Christmas wood for yours - each pay postage, 
or will sell for 25¢ plus SASE. 
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STRATFORD COIN CLUB: Ken Wilmot advises of a new idea to promote wood. Ken prepared 

e a Press Release but thought that it may be too long for Timber Talk, however because 
of it's subject matter - I think not. The balance of this page and most of the next 
contain the article. It's ideas such as this that help keep our hobby growing and 
places our hobby before the public. 


PRESS RELEASE 


STRATFORD COIN CLUB SCORES COUP. 


In a daring move, the S.C.C. announced that a revolutionary new 
aspect in Numismatics was being undertaken. In recognition of 
Thirty Years of continuous operation and with a strong treasury, 
the Club decided to make an unprecedented move. “SWANBUCKS" will 
enter official competition to the Canadian Loonies as one of the 
more desirable collectables. The Club recently indicated it 
would be taking the bull by the horn and let the chips fall where 
they may, but it was going to issue OFFICIAL Wood Dollars which 
would be recognized as good as money at ALL STRATFORD COIN CLUB 
FUNCTIONS. Not only this, but many Merchants were expected to 
recognize the unique new wood as some felt it would be easier on 
the pocket, and one expressed the opinion that “At the rate we are 
going, it may be the cheapest way to start my fireplace.” 

The issue is sure of a complete sellout and with the 30 successful 

& years backing this issue, redemption funds are not in doubt. 


It is felt that these Wood ‘“SWANBUCKS" have better backing than 
the Canadian Loonies. 


Designs were received from across Ontario and a Selection 
Committee of the full Stratford Coin Club Executive made the 
difficult decision to opt for the Classy S.C.C. Logo and a no 
nonsense reverse guaranteeing their value. 


Winner of the design contest, Ken. Wilmot, stated he felt the 
Club didn’t need a fancy reverse, only a_ statement of fact and 
anyone knowing the Club history would attest to its integrity. 


President Larry Walker stated, "I wouldn’t be surprised to see 
these pieces replacing the Loons in collections.” 


The "“SWANBUCKS" will be guaranteed a quality production, as James 
Deluney of Angus, Ontario will be in charge of Production. 


Dennis Cudahy of the Royal Canadian Mint was speechless when 
hearing of the Coup scored by a small club in a little city, which 
probably many have not even heard of. Nothing more to be said!! 


John Regitko was overheard to be wondering why he hadn't thought 

ay of it. John felt the Stratford Club was doing a great deal in 
putting the fun back in collecting. 

(more) [ 
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While the idea will not be protected, the Stratford Club would 
like recognition from other organizations backing their own Wood 
with their reputation and dollars. The "no time limit” redemption 
will undoubtedly interest the Speculators, and the Club took this 
into account when limiting orders to no more than 5 pieces. Shades 
of the 1964 & 1965 Prooflike Sets!!! 


The CANADIAN ASSOCIATION of WOODEN MONEY COLLECTORS will no doubt 
be looking at a new category in Wood Money Collecting. For years 
there has rarely been any “MONEY” issued, but with Stratford's 
lead, it now appears to be coming to an end. Don. Robb, Chairman 
of the 1990 Ontario Numismatic Association Convention in 
Kitchener, and C.A.W.M.C. Membership Chairman was quick to get on 
the band wagon with accolades of praise for the venture. When Don. 
heard of the issue, he was quick to place his order. The Stratford 
Coin Club has donated five pieces to be used at the C.A.W.M.C. 
Breakfast Meeting, Saturday April 28,1990. The Meeting is being 
held in conjunction with the O.N.A. Convention at the Kitchener 
Holiday Inn on April 28th and April 29th, 1990. Host Club, 
Waterloo Coin Society’s President, Rosemary Hedges was quick to 
react and had her wallet out in record time. Another strong 
indication of the expected popularity. 


Orders will be accepted for not over 5 pieces per person at a cost 
of the face value of $1.00 per piece, plus 50 cents (total) for 
postage and handling. For more information and/or orders, write to 
the STRATFORD COIN CLUB, P.O. Box 262, STRATFORD, Ontario. 

N5A 6T1. To dally will be disasterous! ! 


A CHRISTMAS WOOD: 
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MY WOODEN NICKELS WORTH .............. éy Lou Ws 


WOODEN NICKELS TO BURN: As many of you already know, all of my 
wooden nickel issues have been “home grown", ily first batch in 
1982 began with a piece of 2" x 6" x 10' rough sawn hard maple. 
Although my methods have changed considerably since then, I often 
reflect on the number of rejects that had to be discarded over 
the years. Making wooden nickels has never been an easy tasx for 
me, albeit a rewarding one. Bach stage of manufacturing has its 
own pitfalls. 

Let's say, for example, that I plan to issue a wood in a 
minimum quantity of 100. Starting with 150 rough blanks, some 
are flawed in rounding the edges; letts say 5. Knock off another 
5 in the sanding process. Now I've got 140 to begin stamping. 
Most of my woods are hot stamped either wholly or in part. On 
average, my woods require five "strikes" to complete. That is, 
each wood has to be stamped five times. This is necessary to 
achieve colour variations or because many of my dies are so 
segmented. If a logo is on one die and the printing on another, 
two strikes are required to combine them. Dates are usually 
separate too, necessitating an additional hit. ach time a 
different die is set up there'll be 1 or 2 wasted on alignment. 
During most die runs I'll waste 5 or 6. As I set up the die for 
the final strike my balance might be down to 110. Scratch < more 
on the final alignment, now things are getting tense. Coming in 
on the home stretch I get careless and 2 more bite the dust. 
Before I'm finished, mechanical problems wipe out 2 more, but I 
wind up with 104 keepers. Whew! That was close! Just made it 
under the wire. 

No, making my own wooden nickels is not easy, but it's nice 
to have the kindling to start the fire on those cold mornings. 


ANOTHER CHRISTMAS WOOD: 
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